under the direction of William Ainsworth assisted by Christian Rassam, a native of Mosul. Ainsworth (1840) was to study the geography and antiquities; Rassam, the condition of Nestorian Christians. It was an ambitious and not very successful venture, and the expense nearly broke the infant Society.
In Africa, the search for the Nile sources, which was to dominate later issues of the JRGS, is foreshadowed in the abstract of journals kept by Ludwig Krapf and his colleague Isenberg of the Church Missionary Society while attempting to establish a station in Ethiopia (1840). Krapf was later a pioneer of the route to the Nile sources from the east coast of Africa. Interest in the continent was still largely concentrated on the west, an area inherited by the RGS when they absorbed the African Association in 1832. Vol. 1 (1831) The 'Nile Quest' dominated geographical thinking throughout the middle years of the nineteenth century, and the Society's absorption in the problem emerges from Hamilton's address of 1849. Attention was still largely focused on the Blue Nile and other rivers rising in Ethiopia or Abyssinia, as it was then called, and on the attempts to arrive at the source of the White Nile by following the river upstream from the north. Hamilton refers to the researches of Dr. Charles Beke and the d'Abbadie brothers, but a new dimension is added by mention of reports from Ludwig Krapf, now stationed at Mombasa, and his colleague, J. Rebmann, of snow mountains on the Equator, to be reached from the east coast. These were, in fact, Mounts Kilimanjaro and Kenya, unconnected with the Nile, but their existence seemed to confirm the conjectures of the Greek geographer, Ptolemy, who located the river's source in the 'Mountains of the Moon', rising from twin lakes in central Africa. An approach to the Nile sources from the east coast now began to offer results, and the great expeditions of the following decade take off from Krapf's and Rebmann's reports, and from those of another Mombasa missionary, J. Erhardt, whose somewhat fanciful map of a great inland sea was to be published in 1855.
The main body of the JRGS for 1841-1850 shows a steady extension of geographical knowledge despite the Society's having had to restrict its activities as a result of over-ambitious ventures in the previous decade. There was much news from Australia. Within a few years of its inauspicious beginnings as a penal colony, Australia was attracting free immigrants, and by 1840 the southeast corner of the continent was pretty well settled, centering on the thriving State capitals of Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane; a small free colony had also been established on the Swan river in Western Australia, its capital, Perth. The need for more living space, more pasture for the growing herds of the farmers, soon made itself felt. Exploration in Australia was therefore as much a matter of Government policy as of individual curiosity, though the two could well be combined as in the similarly inspired westward expansion in North America. T. L. .Mitchell (1837) and Augustus Gregory (1848), Surveyors General respectively of New South Wales and of Queensland, were typical explorers. Sir George Grey (1845) had gained much experience leading an RGS expedition in northern Australia in the 1830s. He continued to travel, and to study aboriginal languages, after his appointment as Governor of South Australia. Edward John Eyre (1845, 1846) had a stake in the country of a different kind, being a sheep farmer with a particular interest in the overlanding of herds. An exception was Ludwig Leichhardt (1846), the German scientist who explored the tropical north, and was lost on his attempt in 1848 to find an eastwest route across Australia. Most important of all was Captain Charles Sturt (1844, 1847) who arrived in Australia in 1827 in charge of a band of convicts, and was appointed to the staff of Sir Ralph Darling, Governor of New South Wales. Sturt's fine exploration of the country west of the Great Dividing Range led to the unravelling of the geography of the Murray River system, and to the founding of South Australia. Appointed Commissioner for Lands for the new settlement in 1839, Sturt set himself to cross the continent from south to north. He was thwarted by the fearful desert conditions, and in his journeys penetrated no further north than the Tropic of Capricorn, somewhat beyond where Alice Springs stands today. His work was later completed by his companion, John M'Douall Stuart, who reached the Timor Sea in 1861. E. J. Eyre, also travelling north from Adelaide, is commemorated in Lake Eyre, the vast saltpan which fills with water only in the wettest years, but which it had been hoped would prove a great 'inland sea'. Thomas Brunner's exploration of the Middle Island of blew Zealand (1850) earned him a Royal Premium Award of ?25.
In . 1862-63, 1864-65) , and saw him on his way to Lake Albert (1866). Speke's own journey was followed in Proc. 1860-61, 1861-62, 1862-63. The meeting at which he and Grant were welcomed home is reported in Proc. 1862-63 and his own rather sketchy account of the expedition is in the JRGS 1863. Although there was good evidence that Lake Victoria was a primary and Lake Albert a secondary source of the Nile, argument among geographers continued for many years to come. Meanwhile Livingstone had returned from leading the government-sponsored expedition which it had been hoped would bring Christianity and commerce into Africa by way of the Zambezi river. Balked by the impassable Kebrabasa rapids, he turned north up the Shire river to 'discover' Lake Nyasa and Nyasaland (modern Malawi). Papers relating to the Zambezi expedition were published in the JRGS by Livingstone (1861, 1863,  1864) 
